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advanced during the period of the last one hundred years. They center
around the receptor and its relation with the odorant molecule. A classi-
fication of the theories is presented and the information approach to
olfaction is discussed.
The measurement of odors and odor identification has a very practical
application in industry and since there is yet no universal odor unit,
measurement has been difficult. Specifications for ventilating installations,
however, can use the dilution-threshold method.
Part IV takes up the experimental studies in odor which comprise a
very small portion of the book. Only three articles are included, and it
would seem from their perusal that further experimental work might inter-
est those in the field of experimental psychology. Normal and neurotic
monkeys lend themselves to observations of olfactory behavior and insects
respond to a chemoreceptive process in controlled environments.
We are often aware of unpleasant odors, and nature has provided us with
a large variety. Possibly we have not been aware of the basic odor research
which has been going on, largely because the environment in which we find
ourselves so frequently is not unpleasant for the reason that the odor
engineers have anticipated our olfactory likes and dislikes.
NORTON CANFIELD
REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM. The Ciba Collection of Medical Illustrations,
Vol. II. Prepared by Frank Netter, edited by Ernst Oppenheimer. Summit,
New Jersey, Ciba Pharmaceutical Products, Inc., 1954. xvi, 286 pp., 233
plates. $13.00.
This volume, second in the Ciba series "which will eventually portray all
the major anatomy and pathology of the human organism," follows close
upon the heels of its well-received predecessor The Nervous System.
Heralded by a rhetorical foreword in which Dr. Rock, citing Malthus' pre-
dictions, suggests Man's ills stem in part from his reproductive exuberance,
this work aptly fulfills its avowed objective to "supplement rather than re-
place the standard reference works. . . ." Consisting of 233 full-color, text-
accompanied plates, 144 of which have appeared in previous Ciba Clinical
Symposia, Volume II is divided into 14 areas dealing with the develop-
ment, anatomy, pathology, and clinical evaluation of the male and female
reproductive systems. While the excellence of Dr. Netter's illustrations has
long been recognized by the medical profession, this collection further pro-
claims his ability to portray vividly human anatomy with almost uncanny
3-dimensional effect.
Though "offered as a nonprofit service to the medical profession and sold
at the cost of publication and distribution," the price of thirteen dollars
may considerably limit the market to which this book can successfully
appeal. It is, nonetheless, to be highly recommended to both the practising
physician and to the student in the clinical years.
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